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in the midst of corruption, seems to be saintly by
nature.

About June 20, the envoys sent to the Sioux tribes
return, with deputies from those tribes. Gravier
longs for aid in his mission, that he may visit these
new tribes and instruct them. He relates some
instances of the opposition made to his labors by the
Peoria chief, who is a leading medicine-man, and by
others of that craft. The Kaskaskia chief has mar-
ried his daughter to a French trader; through the
influence of the latter, he becomes a convert to
Christianity, and openly professes his faith. An
epidemic of disease appears in the village, ‘‘ after
they began to eat new corn, squashes, watermelons,
and other half-ripe fruits.”” Gravier tries to baptize
the sick, especially the children, but is often repulsed ;
and many even blame him and his preaching for the
disease. He describes certain of the superstitious
observances that he has seen among these savages.
During the late summer, he visits the people in their
cornfields outside the village, and, on September
26, nearly all the inhabitants depart to their winter
quarters. He is able, although with great difficulty,
to administer some baptisms among these people
before their departure; among them is the daughter
of the new Peoria chief.

Gravier relates the circumstances attending the
marriage of Ako, the French trader, with the
daughter of the Kaskaskia chief. At first she
refuses to marry, desiring to live only for God. Her
father drives her from his cabin, and blames Gravier
for her disobedience. All the people are ordered to
stay away from the chapel, but some refuse to obey.
The French commandant not only refuses to support



